Material and methods
The snails were collected alive from Aguada de Chorrillos (27°12′32.40″ S; 70°57′03.30″ W), Atacama Desert, northern Chile using a sieve of 0.5 mm mesh width and stored in absolute ethanol. The shells, opercula and penes were photographed and measured using a Motic SMZ-168 Stereo Microscope with a Moticam 2000 integrated digital camera. Type specimens were deposited in the Museo de Zoología de la Universidad de Concepción (MZUC), Concepción, Chile. Measurements in mm are presented as: mean ± standard deviation (minimum-maximum). Abbreviations: SL, shell length; SW, shell width; AL, aperture length; AW, aperture width.
Systematics Class Gastropoda Cuvier, 1795
Order Littorinimorpha Golikov & Starobogatov, 1975 Family Cochliopidae Tryon, 1866
Subfamily Semisalsinae Giusti & Pezzoli, 1980 Genus Heleobia Stimpson, 1865
Species Heleobia deserticola sp. nov. Description. Shell small, elongate-conic, thin, transparent, smooth, suture depth, closed umbilicus (imperforate). Adults with 6 to 7 convex whorls. Aperture ovate, outer lip thin. Operculum corneous, ovate, flat, thin, light brown, FIGURE 2. Aguada de Chorrillos, Atacama Desert, northern Chile, the type locality of Heleobia deserticola sp. nov. A. Panoramic view of the system, desert, beach and Pacific Ocean. B. Spring where the snails live.
